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that eye; and on getting up he asked all his neighbours
whether they saw anything in the eye, but nothing could be
seen. He went about his work on this day, but narrowly
escaped falling off the planks into the river whilst going from
one vessel to another with fruit. A few days afterwards, on
going to his nephew’s to sew shoes, which he was in the habit
of doing when not otherwise occupied, he found he could not
see to do it; he could not make the hole with the awl in the
right place, and putting the bristles through he " could not
manage at all;" he therefore came at once to the hospital.
A blister was applied to the right temple, and ordered to be

dressed with savine cerate. A gentle aperient was prescribed
every other morning.

Feb. 20th.-The field of vision is becoming larger and the
central patch less dark; objects can now be seen through the
patch, indistinctly and coloured; white paper, he says, ap-
pears like very old paper. Both eyes were to-day examined
with the ophthalmoscope: the vessels of the good eye are
smaller than those of the other, and a something morbid is seen
towards the outer side of the optic nerve of the bad eye; it has
a glistening, micaceous appearance, as if a small quantity of
blood, brain matter, and cholesterine were mixed together; this
peculiarity is not seen in any other part of the retina. Ordered
quinine mixture, one ounce, three times a day.
March 4th.-The vision continues improving, though a hazi-

ness still obscures the centre of all objects gazed at. He is now
in good general health, and considers his sight nearly restored.
He mentioned to-day that at the time of the attack he was
suffering from a bad cough, and that during each paroxysm he
was obliged to put his hand to his right eye and press it forci-
bly inwards, as it felt as if it would be forced out of its socket.
The same sensation was experienced in the other eye, but in a
less degree.

CLINICAL RECORDS.

CASTRATION FOR MALIGNANT DISEASE.

THE diseases which may lead to the necessity for castration,
as given in Mr. Curling’s work on " The Testis," are the diffe-
rent forms of carcinoma, incurable struma, abscesses, and tedi-
ous sinuses consequent on inflammation, and cystic disease.
We have given clinical records of most of these from time to
time; but the most common form which demands this ope-
ration is carcinoma, and not unfrequently the medullary form.
’We saw the right testicle removed on the 10th ult., at Guy’s
Hospital, by Mr. Cock, from a man twenty-five years of age,
who was married, and the father of a family. His general
health was good; but eight months ago he first noticed an en-
largement, and this gradually increased, until latterly it has
become rapidly much larger. There was no history of having
received a blow, and there was no pain; there was a degree of
fluctuation about it which indicated a surface of fluid. A
needle was introduced a few days before, which gave exit only
to a little blood. Mr. Cock suspected it to be malignant; for
besides the suspicious character of the nature of the swelling,
the cord was enlarged. An incision was made over it, and
then a section into the body, when the gland was found to be
completely disorganized from soft cancer. It was, therefore,
removed, the vessels of the cord being tied before the tumour
was detached. The cord consisted principally of a mass of
tortuous veins in a varicose condition, but was not otherwise
affected, and therefore held out a favourable prospect of cure
from the operation.

In Mr. Coulson’s case, the testicle was extensively diseased,
as a result of inflammation, and removal was equally impera-
tive, as in the foregoing instance.

THE CAUSE OF THE LATE FREQUENCY OF STONE.

Two other cases of stone in the bladder have come under
our notice since the last observations we wrote upon this sub-
ject. One of these was in a child at the Royal Infirmary for
Children, in whom the stone had passed from the bladder and
got lodged in the urethra ; it was removed by Mr. Cooper
Foster by means of an incision in the perin&aelig;um, and a good re-
covery has been made. The other instance, also in a child, at I
Guy’s Hospital, who had been suffering from the symptoms of i,
stone for some time, but much aggravated latterly. Mr. Cock
performed Allarton’s median operation upon him on the 17th
August, and removed an oblong quadrangular stone the size of

a horse-chesnut, the external coats being phosphatic, and
breaking in the beaks of the forceps, whilst its bulk consisted
of lithic acid. This child is doing well.
Xow, the question has been asked several times, why it is

such a large number of cases of stone have appeared at the
various hospitals this summer to undergo relief by operation,
and the best explanation of the fact we have heard from
Mr. Cooper Foster at Guy’s Hospital, which is to the effect
that the continuous very hot weather which we have had
this summer, much more so than for some years past, has pro-
duced unusual concentration of the constituents of the urine,
from the large amount of cutaneous exhalations necessarily a
consequence of the high temperature. All those persons, children
especially, therefore, who have had stones in their bladders,
have had their sufferings proportionately increased, and hence
their application for hospital relief, when in many instances,
where a calculus was not suspected, it has been found to be
present, and the main source of the symptoms of urinary dis-
order. This explanation of Mr. Foster’s also tells why so many
small calculi were removed, because the symptoms owing to
the warm weather brought the patient at a much earlier period
under the notice of the surgeon. We should say in some in-
stances the stone was remarkably small for the operation of
lithotomy. 

__________

NASAL PQLYPUS,
REMOVED BY A NEW FORCEPS.

A YOUNG girl, aged about sixteen years, had a nasal polypus
of the right side removed by Mr. Gant, on the 9th ult., at the
Royal Free Hospital, by an instrument which he had contrived,
which presented some points of simplicity and interest about
it. The girl had one polypus removed three weeks ago by the
same surgeon. She had been a sufferer for a long time. None
of her relatives, so far as she knew, had ever been subject to
nasal polypi. The base of the polypus was readily seized with
the blades of the forceps, and separated with ease. No pain
attended the operation, and but very little hsemorrhage en-
sued. We would recommend them to the notice of surgeons.

Mr. Gant afterwards stated, that having somewhat fre-

quently had occasion to remove nasal polypi, he had expe-
rienced some difficulty, and even danger, in doing so with the
ordinary serrated forceps. It was an unsurgical proceeding to
attempt to detach a polypus from the nasal fossa by twisting
its peduncle. Not to mention the acute pain of such an ope-
ration, it is also ineffectual. If the polypus be soft as usual, it
is apt to come away piecemeal, and require more than one ope-
ration for its removal, or should the polypus be harder than
usual, we may accidentally bring away a portion of either
spongy bone between which it is more commonly attached, or
we may, perchance, injure the delicate septum narium. Sur-
rounded, indeed, as a nasal polypus is by delicate bony struc-
tures, we can scarcely venture to wrench it away from its
osseous attachments without some risk of injury thereto. This
misadventure is followed by " carious disintegration" of the
exposed bone, accompanied by a fetid and persistent discharge.
To meet these difficulties, Mr. Gant has recently invented a

pair of forceps, which cut and hold at the same time. One
edge of either blade is finished off somewhat like that of an
ordinary scissors ; the other edge is broad and rasped. This
combination of scissors and rasped forceps is a modification of
the grape or flower scissors of the conservatories. The danger
of haemorrhage, on which so much stress is laid in the books, as
the main reason for twisting rather than cutting a nasal poly-
pus, would seem to be an error. Very little haemorrhage
attended the operation we witnessed. It would seem that the
forceps in question sufficiently compresses the bloodvessels to
arrest haemorrhage, and Mr. Gant particularly called attention
to the fact, that operations with his instrument " were as
bloodless as they were painless." Nor in his experience did
nasal polypi so removed return.
The new forceps were made by lsessrs. Weiss, and may per-

haps prove applicable for the removal of polypi in other situa-
tions besides those which grow in the nasal fossas.

TYPHUS FEVER AT CORDOVA.&mdash;The neighbourhood of
Cordova has been visited by typhus fever, and amongst others
150 railway labourers have been sent into the hospital
there. It appears also that leprosy has been affecting several
districts of Spain; and that at Aldecona and Castellan, in the
province of Tortosa, a number of cases are under medical
treatmen f


